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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
Weashinzton
HOURS EXEMPTION EXTENDED TO "DIRECT~-CONSUMPTION SUGAR"

An interpretation as to the extent of the statutory overtime exemption
in the Fair Labor Standards Act for the processing of direct-consumption sugar
was issued today by Colonel Philip Be Fleming, Administrator of the Wage and
Hour Diviéion, U, Se¢ Department of Labors

The processing of sow=called "direct=consumption sugar," according to
the interpretation, is entitled to the excmption provided under Section 7(c)
of the Act for the "processing of « « « sugar cane « « o into sugar (but not
refined sugar)."

"Gonerally speaking," the intorpretation stabes, "sugaer cane mills
process suger canc inbto reaw sugar, which is later sold to refiners who produce
refined sugare In some mills, howover, the sugar ccne procosscd by a 1
continuous procoss into sugar is rcady for consumption, although it is not
preciscly the seame os rcfinced sugars ‘

"It seoms clear from the legislative history of Scotion 7(c) that in
dcnyingben excmption to the refining of sugar, Congross had in mind the year-
round rcfinerics that buy molusscs, syrup, or raw suger snd convert thom into
rofined sugor. It did not intend to oxclude from the exomption thesc socsonal
operatiors performed upon sugar canc cnd resulting in 'dirocteconsumption
sugcr?y, which arc entircly like the operations by which so=cclled row sugar
is produccd.

"However, at any time that o pili purecnascs rew sugar and rofines such
sugar along with moking 'dirccteconsumpiion sugur?! produced from cenc, the

cxanption is not ctpplicablos"






