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HOURS EZEMPTION EXTENDED TO "DIRECT-COI-ISmffTION SUGiiR" .. . 

An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as to the e x t e n t of t h e s t a t u t o r y overtime exemption 

i n t h e Fa i r Labor Standards Act f o r tho p rocess ing of d i rec t -consumpt ion sugar 

was i ssued today by Colonel P h i l i p 3 . Fleming, Adminis t ra tor of the Wa.ge and 

Hour Di-vision, U, S, Department of Labor. 

The p rocess ing of s o - c a l l e d "d i rec t -oons imipt ion suga r , " according t o 

t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , i s e n c i t l e d t o the exomption provided under Soct ion 7 (c ) 

of t h e Act for the "process ing of . , . sugar cane • , , i n to sugar (but no t 

r e f ined s u g a r ) , " 

"Genera l ly speaking ," the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s t a t e s , "sugar caxio m i l l s 

p rocess sugar cane i n t o rav/ sugar , -ivhich i s l a t e r sold to r e f i n e r s who produce 

r e f ined suga r . In some m i l l s , hov/ovor, tho sugar c tnc processed by a 

cont inuous p roces s in to sugar i s ready for consumption, a l though i t i s not 

p r c c i s o l y tho same as rc f inod suga r . ' ' . . 

" I t seems c l e a r from, tho l e g i s l a t i v e I d s t o r y of Scctio-n 7 (c ) t h a t i n 

denying an exemption to the r e f i n i n g of s-ag-ar. Congress had i n mind the yea r -

round r e f i n e r i e s t h a t buy n o l a s s c s , sj ' rup, or rav/ sugar ond conver t thom i n t o 

r e f ined sugar . I t d id not in tend to oxcludo fi'om tho exoirption those soasonal 

o p c r a t i o r s performed upon sugar c!:.'ai.c and r e s u l t i n g i n ' d i roc t - consumpt ion 

svi.gar', which arc e n t i r e l y l i k e the ope ra t ions by v/hich s o - c a l l o d rav-/ sugar 

i s produced, . . . 

"Howovor, a t any -bimo t h a t a m i l l purcnases rav/- sugar ."Xid r e f i n e s svich 

sugar along w i t h mdcing 'd'i rcct-consvimpti.-on suga r ' produced from cane , the 

cxanpt ion i s not a p p l i c a b l o . " ' ' 
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